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Region One Raises Conservation Awareness through Distance Learning Program  
 
Did you know that the ocelot which once roamed the South Texas area in numbers, is now on the 
endangered species list because of its dwindling population? On March 3, National Ocelot Conservation 
Day, Region One ESC teamed up with the Laguna Atascosa Wildlife Refuge to help raise awareness, 
promote conservation efforts and educate students through its distance learning program about the 
ocelot and share ways that students can help in ensuring the ocelot’s future.   
 
“Laguna Atascosa wanted to reach out to our students and because of the vastness of our region, it is 
pretty difficult for them to visit each district, much less individual campuses, to share the ocelot story. 
Through distance learning we can reach out to many more students,” explains Barbara S. Grayson, 
Coordinator, Region One ESC Center for eLearning.  
 
The 16-year old ocelot, Sihil, made a 1,200-mile trip from the Cincinnati Zoo’s Cat Ambassador program, 
along with her handlers, Lauren Kimbro and Colleen Nissen, to be a part of the program. As Sihil 
demonstrated her agility and responded to direction by her handler, viewers of the distance learning 
program learned about the characteristics of the ocelot, behaviors, and population numbers.  Viewers 
were informed that the leading threats to the ocelot population is habitat loss due to housing/business 
development, agriculture, hunting for their fur, and pet trade. Conservation efforts are also underway at 
wildlife refuges, like the Laguna Atascosa National Wildlife Refuge in South Texas. This year alone, 6 new 
ocelots have been born increasing the number from 50 remaining in the wild. 
 
“Distance learning offers so many opportunities for our students to be exposed to people, places, and 
things that might not otherwise be possible. To be able to transport students to museums, across the 
oceans or, like today’s presentation, learn how they can make a difference in their own world speaks 
volumes about the value of technology and distance learning,” adds Grayson.  Marion Mason, Visitor 
Services Ranger for Laguna Atascosa National Wildlife Refuge, coordinated with Grayson to bring this 
live event to our students.  Her team and representatives from Santa Anna Wildlife Refuge will be 
coordinating future events with Region One ESC. 
 
If you are interested in upcoming distance learning opportunities through the Region One Center for 
eLearning, contact Barbara S. Grayson at (956) 984-6035, bgrayson@esc1.net. 
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